CHAPTER IX
ACQUIREMENT AND RECONSTRUCTION OF THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC
AS the great work of rebuilding the Union Pacific progressed, Harriman saw that, in order to create a trunk-line from the Missouri River to the Pacific that would be capable of handling efficiently and economically the increasing volume of transcontinental traffic, it would be necessary greatly to improve, if not to rebuild entirely, the Central Pacific, which was the link that united the Ogden terminus with San Francisco. By straightening curves, lowering grades, and using heavier rolling stock, he might double the capacity of his own line between Ogden and Omaha; but if he could not bring up to the same high level of efficiency the line that gave trim his western connection, it would be difficult, if mot impossible, to increase much the carrying capacity of the transcontinental system as a whole. A chain is no stronger than its weakest link, and the weakest link in the Omaha-San Francisco line was that from Ogden to Sacramento. It was full of short